


Article Analysis

Title: Reducing Poverty through Employment.		Author(s):  Aneel Karnani
What is the issue?
How can global poverty be reduced?
What is the author's position?
The author argues that people's lack of sufficient income causes the most significant contributor to global poverty to meet their needs. Employment and a reduction of foreign aid dependency syndrome is the only way to reduce the world poverty levels.
Vocabulary 
Alleviate- action geared towards reducing suffering and impacts of a problem or challenge.
Terminology
Top-down approach- this is a model of identifying viable investment ventures that is initated by the political leaders, for the perceived benefits of common citizens.
Employability- this is a person’s likelihood to be chosen for employment opportunities. 


	Arguments supporting position
	Counter-arguments (presented or possible)

	
Today, many poverty reduction initiatives fail to address the critical role of low income in poverty levels. The most crucial action of reducing global poverty is addressing unemployment and low-capital ability among poor people.
	Isolating unemployment as the only cause of poverty is a simplistic and naïve approach. People can be poor due to physical or mental disability, natural disaster, political unrest, and discrimination.

	
The notion of foreign aid being the solution to poverty is misplaced, as foreign donors focus on architectural and infrastructure development to end poverty.


	Foreign donors need to adopt a bottom-up approach when allocating use for funds. Donor funds need to be directed to small and medium enterprises that might create job opportunities for the unemployed poor people.

	Acknowledging the Millennial Development Goals (MDGs) is the first step toward eradicating poverty through employment. Governments should formulate policy, guided by the first MDG, that promotes self-employment and job creation to eliminate poverty.

	The concept of MDGs was rendered obsolete, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were proposed in 2015 as an alternative to the millennial development goals. Social constructs and policies enshrined in the MDGs were consequently rendered obsolete.

	The central concern in increasing poor peoples' chance of employability is through education; whether formal or informal
	Universities in the developing world are churning out thousands of graduates every year. A majority of these graduates end up jobless due to the saturation of the job market.



Title: it is expensive to be poor		Author(s):  Barbara Ehrenreich
What is the issue?
Poverty is not a result of people's financial choices but social and economic constructs.

What is the author's position?
The author argues that the widespread belief that poor people remain poor due to their addictions to misspend money, poor financial decisions, and tendency to have many children, and failure to get married is wrong. The author states that; poverty is not a result of choice but a shortage of money.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Vocabulary
Exigencies- unanticipated needs or wants.
Terminology
Blue-collar jobs- occupations that involve skilled or unskilled labour.
Recession- a significant drop in the economic activity of a country or region or country.
	Arguments supporting position
	Counter-arguments (presented or possible)

	The economic recession of 2007 to 2008 proved that poverty is not a choice. People who were working blue-collar jobs became poor overnight after they were retrenched.

	People who became poor after retrenchments and downsizing might have had a poor-person mentality all along, hence failing to save and spend their money wisely. 

	
Minimum-wage jobs that are readily available to women are essentially a trap, limiting a person's ability to save enough money to turn their financial situation around. Minimum-wage jobs limit the employee's chances of taking up second jobs by having a demanding work schedule
	Minimum-wage workers should find creative secondary sources of income; for example, they can invest in forex exchange, which doesn't require them to be physically present to bear profits.

	The economic construct of America makes it expensive to be poor. Minimum-wage workers barely have enough money to secure deposits and rent for apartments and are forced to live in expensive motels.
	Poor people can devise means of survival. For instance, people can find roommates to cost-share the rent and food bills. They can also use public transport instead of private means which place them at greater risk of getting traffic tickets and the cost of repairing cars

	The private sector does not treat minimum-wage workers with dignity, denying them sick leaves and firing them at the slightest mistake. The police are also biased towards 
	Society should rethink its responsibility towards the poor people; underpaid workers are the driving force of many spheres of life today and need to be treated with dignity and respect.



